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“Injecting is a dangerous activity, every effort 
should be made to encourage all young injector 

to change their route of administration to a 
safer one, engage into treatment as urgently as 
possible and stop using drugs.  The principle of 

reducing harm must not be lost when 
considering young drug misusers.  However, 

additional harmful factors and the difference in 
legal status must be carefully considered and 

balanced.” 

[DrugScope/DoH 2001.  Making harm reduction work; Needle exchange for 
young people under 18 years old]
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